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To help families and caregivers  in Beaufort County 
prepare their children for school success by 
maximizing public and private community 
resources to deliver, enhance and expand high-
quality early childhood services.

Street, City SC 00000  |  000-000-0000  |  website OR scfirststeps.org/county

Family, support, collaboration, advocacy, 
diversity, and inclusion

1. INCREASE THE REACH OF FIRST STEPS 

SERVICES

2. INCREASE THE AVAILABILITY OF HIGH-

QUALITY EARLY CARE AND EDUCATION 

OPPORTUNITIES OFFERED BY FIRST STEPS

3. INCREASE THE NUMBER OF CHILDREN 

ENROLLED IN HIGH NTENSITY PROGRAMS 

FUNDED BY FIRST STEPS

• Support and expand the reach of programs that have a 

measurable impact on children’s health, safety and 

school readiness. 

• Support programs that focus on and measure the quality 

of early education programs in the community and 

provide parents with access and support to community 

resources. 

• Continued promotion of the services offered by 

partnership in its recruitment efforts to include increased 

presence i.e. community events, social media outlets. 

• Actively engage in community events, professional 

development, and sharing resources in collaboration with 

the community agencies to educate community of 

services offered through First Steps. 

• Develop and implement a resource development plan that 

supports partnerships’ efforts to raise funds to expand 

evidence-based quality programs for families and 

children. 

703 Bladen Street, Beaufort, SC 29902 | 843-379-7837 | www.beaufortfirststeps.com

http://www.beaufortfirststeps.com/


FIRST STEPS IS HERE
Last year, because of Beaufort County First Steps:

74% more likely
to score at the highest 
level on the Kindergarten 
Readiness Assessment

34% less likely
to be chronically absent in 
kindergarten

PROVEN RESULTS
A 2019 study found that children who received First Steps local partnership 
services were:

$1 = $1.44
Beaufort County First Steps leveraged $177,100 from sources outside of 
state government, providing a match of $0.44 for every state dollar invested

363 educators
participated in First Steps training and 
professional development, benefitting 
500+ children

1,232 parents & 
caregivers
received services and support to be 
their child’s first and most important 
teacher

785 children
directly served

in Beaufort County 
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Betty Washington, MBM
Executive Director
Beaufort County First Steps

MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Over the past couple of years, we have pivoted into a virtual space and provided increased support for 

families facing economic challenges. Through all the changes, our staff have remained focused on our 

mission and have  held firm to our foundation as our guiding force to ensure program standards continue to 

be met. We aspire to be a community resource and offer support to families and other community partners 

with children 0-5 years old. 

We appreciate our  childcare staff, community partners, funders, board members, and staff. Thank you for 

your investment, your time, your passion, and your commitment to ensuring the families in our community 

receive guidance and equitable access to resources needed for future success. 

We are thankful to all of you who are helping us continue to build a strong foundation for the youngest 

learners in our community to ensure they are ready for school and beyond. 

Together, we continue to make a difference. 
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On behalf of the Board of Directors of Beaufort County First Steps, I applaud the efforts of 
the staff and our community partnerships for a job well done in helping children in Beaufort 
County become equipped with the foundational skills to be successful throughout their 
educational trajectory.

Anita Lynn Singleton
Chair
Beaufort County First Steps Board of Trustees

MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD CHAIR

Anita Lynn Singleton
Assistant Principal
Hilton Head School For The Creative Arts/Daufuskie
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Every child in Beaufort County will have the resources needed to be 

prepared for success in school. 
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6 232 388

The PACE Enrichment Center at Penn Center is so thankful for the 
First Steps program. It is because of you that we are able to run a 
successful childcare center. We appreciate the dedication of Ms. 
Sheryl who comes out and give tips and pointers on what is 
expected in a highly qualified classroom. She helps to strengthen 
the teachers in areas where they may need assistance. The 
materials that are purchased for the rooms are always great and 
the children always enjoy them.

Ronique Parker, Penn Center P.A.C.E., Center Director 
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3 72 22

Everyday, is a fun day of learning, at Helping Hands With 
Love, Family Child Care Home.

Arlene Burton, Owner/Director
Helping Hands with Love  
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470 300 28

We have received numerous training sessions and materials to help 
facilitate a healthy environment for children and parents. 
Because of your unwavering support and Ms. Sheryl directives we have 
moved from Level C to Level B with the ABC Voucher Program. 
I sincerely appreciate ALL that you do for me and our community. 

Inez R. Smalls, Owner/Director
Creative Beginnings Two Child Care & EC, LLC

62.5 221
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175 270

PASOs Community Health Workers, Karla Lozado (pictured) and 
Solimar Abbott, work to connect families with much needed 
community resources. 

PASOs provides culturally responsive education on family health, 
early childhood, and positive parenting skills; individual guidance for 
participants in need of resources; and partnership with health care 
and social service providers to help them provide more effective 
services.
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136 430

The WIC program aims to safeguard the health of low-income women, 
infants, and children up to age 5 who are at nutrition risk by providing 
nutritious foods to supplement diets, information on healthy eating, and 
referrals to health care.
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7 126 12

It's been 11 years since I've joined the program.  Being apart of 
the Beaufort County First Steps program has been amazing. 
We appreciate all the love and support over the years. My kids 
have learned a lot of different things that has prepared them 
for school. Ms. Brown is a wonderful counselor, mentor, 
teacher, friend, and a mother to my children and me.                   
I recommend this program to all family members and friends 
100%. We pray that the Beaufort County First Steps program 
will continue to educate, empower, and counsel a lot more 
families for many years to come.

Elizabeth Eason



PUBLIC AWARNESS-SOCIAL MEDIA

Beaufort  County First  Steps helps to i ncrease public awareness about the importance of access, 

availability, affordability, and quality in early care and education, as well as implications for workforce 

participation. The First Steps program works to support and expand the reach of programs that have a 

measurable impact on the health and safety of children, including programs that support healthy, safe and 

attached families.

Public Awareness-Social Media Outreach BY THE 
NUMBERS
2021-2022

5036
Website views

1887
Visitors

143
Social Media posts

6635
Reached

441
Engagements 

498
Followers 
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Addressing the needs of young chi ldren is a shared endeavor.  In addit ion to providing services to 

famil ies and support for chi ld care providers,  Beaufort  County First  Steps mobil izes partners and 

community members to ensure al l  chi ldren in Beaufort  County begin school ready to succeed. We serve 

as a:

841
Families served

2011
Materials 

distributed 

The old African proverb, “It takes a village to raise a child” 
rightly summarizes the value of community. It considers the 
welfare and education of our youngest citizens to be a 
communal responsibility. Working together, WE, make a 
difference.   



FUNDING SUPPORT

SC First Steps to School Readiness,  $405,174
Blue Cross Blue Shield Grant ,  $59,600

Preschool Development Grant ,  $81,006
Philanthropic Impact Foundation ,  $20,000

Erin Mathews, $25
Anne S.  Dishman, $25

Greenvi l le Tech/SC Endeavors ,  $2,000
Nancy Priester ,  $200

York Glover ,  $100
Born to Read, $5,160

Mary Anne Mathews, $50
Mary Burton,  $50

Betty Washington, $50

IN-KIND SUPPORT
Kaplan Early Learning Company 

Hargray
Department of  Social  Services 

Beaufort  County School Distr ict   
Beaufort  Yacht & Sail ing Club

PASO’s 
Gifted Hands By Chrissy,  LLC

Technical College of the Lowcountry/Kell i  Boniecki
Beaufort  Jasper Hampton Comprehensive Health Services

CAPA
Beaufort  Jasper EOC/ Head Start

Lakeshore Learning 
Sea Island Pediatr ics 

Beaufort  County DHEC
SC ABC Program 

4-Imprint
Beaufort  County Library

Staples  
Wayfair

.JOIN US

For more information on partnership opportunit ies,  visit  our website at 

www.beaufortf irststeps.com 15

Through partnerships and collaborations ,  as well  as f inancial  support from grants and 

contr ibutions ,  Beaufort  County First  Steps leverages state dollars to enhance and expand 

services to chi ldren and famil ies.

http://www.beaufortfirststeps.com/


State
Funding

Federal 
Funding

Private 
Funding

In-Kind 
Contributions

Total

Parents as Teachers $121,548 $2,000 $13,627 $5,406 $142,581

Child Care Quality Enhancement $132,589 $21,075 $3,554 $5,453 $162,671

Child Care Training $59,205 $0 $9,952 $527 $69,684

Early Intervention and Referral $52,630 $66,421 $50,212 $2,342 $171,605

WIC $0 $9,894 $0 $0 $9,894

Core Functions $34,312 $2,871 $0 $180 $37,363

Supporting Care Providers $0 $6,000 $0 $0 $6,000

Administrative Support $28,628 $ $2,500 $251 $31,379

Total Expenses $428,912 $108,261 $79,845 $14,159 $631,177

14%

86%

Since inception, Beaufort 
County First Steps has 

leveraged $2,583,210 
from sources outside of 

state government.

That’s $.30 for every 
state dollar.
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Expenditures by Program Type



STAFF

Betty Washington,  Executive Director

Solimar Abbott ,  Community Health Worker

Lucette Brown, Parent Educator

Karla Lozada, Community Health Worker

Erin Mathews, Program Special ist   

Sheryl  Newton, Early Child Educator/Technical Assistant

CONTACT US

703 Bladen St,  Beaufort ,  SC 29902 |  (843) 379 -7837 |  www.beaufortf i rststeps.com
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Anita Lynn Singleton,  Chair

James Wil l iams, Treasurer

Madie Orage-Green

Carol Osborn 

Dr.  James Simmons

Ashley Hutchison 

Nancy Priester 

Dr.  Tonya Allen Jenkins,  Vice Chair

Kelly Zytynski ,  Secretary 

Olandor Lewis

Yajaria Benet Uzcategui

Makita Fabian 

Kathleen T.  McTeer

Amanda Brewer-Dickman 
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